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Board of  Trustees 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
President-Elect: 

Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor.  

VP Membership: 
Lisa Field 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
       Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
3rd Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Fri. Apr. 8- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. Apr. 12- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction cancelled- 

Chrism Mass at Co-Cathedral 7:00 p.m. 
• Mon. Apr. 18 - 6:30 pm -Monthly meeting/dinner at Italiano’s -guest 

speaker: Seminarian David Ramirez 
•Sunday, April 10  - Palm Sunday 
•Friday, April 15 - Good Friday 
•April 17 Easter Sunday 
•Friday, April 29 - Priests vs Seminarians Basketball Game 
•Sunday, May 8 - World Day of  Prayer for Vocations 

• Monday, May 9 - Vocation Office Trip  -text Diddy 281-615-2915 see page 7. 

• Saturday, May 11, Installation Mass and Dinner-St. Mary’s Seminary 

• NOTE:  Beginning in June we will return to meet on the 4th Monday of  
the month. June 27, 2022.

April  
Month of the Holy 

Spirit
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LAST WORD 

Words are impactful. The words spoken by loved ones before their death often mean 
a lot for the dying as well as the living. I recently paid a visit to a parish in Tallahassee, 
Florida where I ministered over 15 years ago. I went for a funeral of  a friend who on her 
dying bed spoke to her daughter about life and how she would want to be honored when 
she died. The daughter was pleased that I could attend the funeral because it was ones of  

the last wishes of  her mother that I preside at her funeral service. She found comfort in knowing 
that one of  her mother’s wishes was fulfilled. 

How have you been doing during this Lent? Have you been faithful to the three pillars of  prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving? Easter is on April 17th, are you ready to celebrate the resurrection of  the 
Lord? The week before Easter is known as Holy Week beginning on Palm Sunday. We remember 
the last act of  Jesus on earth celebrating his institution of  the Eucharist (Holy Thursday), his 
passion and death (Good Friday), and his resurrection (Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday). One of  the 
traditions of  the Holy Week is the celebration of  the Seven Last Words of  Jesus. While this is 
may not be a common Catholic practice, I find it very edifying. To remember the last Words of  our 
savior before his death and keep those words in our minds everyday is certainly a good way to 
celebrate the Paschal mystery. 

Calvary is the place of  fulfillment. Jesus went resolutely towards Calvary where he fulfilled the plan 
of  God for our salvation. On the cross of  Calvary, Jesus said words that speak of  the depth of  his 
love for sinners, for you and for me. He came to offer mercy and forgiveness to sinners and 
continues to invite us to him. He has done it all. He gave everything. May we reflect on these last 
words of  Jesus and find peace, and reconciliation in him.  

First: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34 
Second: “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:43 
Third: “Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother.” John 19:26–27 
Fourth: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34 
Fifth: “I thirst.” John 19:28 
Sixth: “It is finished.” Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34 
Seventh: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.” Luke 23:46 

Wishing you all a blessed Easter! 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix Osasona, MSP
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

Spring is in the air, and with the season comes March Madness and more basketball games 
than anyone could possibly hope to watch. However, the most important basketball 

game doesn’t happen until April 29th when the Priests and 
Seminarians return to the hardwood after a 1-Year Covid 
induced hiatus.   

This year’s game will be held at Tudor Fieldhouse on the campus of  
Rice University. Tickets are going fast so go to the Houston 
Vocations website (houstonvocations.com) to order tickets before all 
the seats are sold.  The pre-game festivities begin at 3 PM with a 
“tailgate” event organized by The Serra Club and The Knights of  

Columbus.  Tip-off  is at 5 PM so there are two hours to eat great food, have a cold soft drink 
and enjoy the fellowship of  others who are there to support this great event. 

Melia Reed with the help of  numerous volunteers is taking the lead on organizing the 
“tailgate” event which raised nearly $2,500 for the Seminarians in 2020. All proceeds go 
directly to the Seminarians, so this is an excellent way to support our Serra mission and have 
a lot of  fun at the same time. Let’s have a great turnout from our club to demonstrate our 
commitment to supporting vocations and our Priests, Religious and Seminarians. 

Spring also brings the Serra Installation Mass at St. Mary’s Seminary in May.  This is a 
special occasion with Cardinal DiNardo celebrating Mass and the Installation of  our new 
Club officers Bruce Farmer – President, Tony Benvegnu – Treasurer, and hopefully soon to 
be determined, VP of  Programs. I hope you will join us in support of  our new Board 
members who are dedicating their time and talent in support of  our club and the Serra 
Mission. 

While my term doesn’t officially end until the end of  May, I would like to express my most 
sincere appreciation to all our members who stuck with the club through a difficult time that 
included Zoom instead of  in-person meetings, and many other challenges. It has been a 
pleasure and an honor to serve as the Club President and I am pleased to be turning it over 
to the capable and caring hands of  Bruce Farmer. I hope you will continue to support Bruce 
and our club as we move forward together in support of  our shared Serra Mission. 

May you and your families have a blessed and fruitful Lenten and Easter season. 

https://houstonvocations.com/
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MONTHLY MEETING 

SEVENTY - FOUR PERCENT 

Deacon K.C. Curtis, guest speaker, spoke of  the importance of  prayer in fostering vocations.  Did you know,  he 
said: 

74%  of  priest surveyed said Adoration of  the Eucharist impacted them to discernment? 
74%  said praying the rosary every day impacted them the most? 
74%  said being an altar server impacted them the most? 

Please keep praying and supporting that which seems impactful leading to a vocational 
discernment.  

K.C. relayed his path to discernment to the Diaconate.  He credits his parents who taught the 
importance of  prayer in their son’s life.  One memory he shared was being very young, going out 
in the yard and looking up at the stars filling the sky, and he knew there was a God looking down at 
him and loving him.   

He was told by friends that he loved to talk, so he should be a Deacon.   He was young, and needed to be older to 
apply, so years went by and he put that thought aside.  He and his wife, Marty prayed and KC was sure he was 
called to be a Secular Carmelite.  He met with the Carmelite nuns in the neighborhood and was sure this is 
what God wanted of  him.  He and Marty went to  El Salvador to discern further.  Meeting Oscar Romero, was a 
huge impact in his discernment.  “Deacon” kept popping in his head, but he kept saying no.  Then he  felt the 
Lord saying that He was not done with him yet.   And the  Lord kept paving a way, and KC knew he wanted more 
than anything to be obedient to Him.  He did not want to be a Deacon, he wanted to be a Carmelite, but went to 
an information meeting….And prayed….Returned home, and prayed.   Went back to El Salvador.   Prayed more, 
went to another informational meeting about the Diaconate program.  He just wanted  what God wanted.  So, he 
joined the program and began to discern in earnest.  As he continued his discernment, he was ready to be told he 
should not be a Deacon, but then, the night before the last retreat, he could not sleep and had a wild dream.  He 
went to the chapel and prayed and felt a huge calling - calling him to serve as a Deacon.  And so, KC said yes in 
2019. 

At times of  darkness, KC told us, when faith may be wavering and maybe not there, there is 
always HOPE.  Your prayers, he also told us, led to his vocation.  “I am never wrong by being 
obedient,” he said, when asked to serve downtown at The Church of  the Annunciation. 

Always be ready to go  
Always be obedient to God 

God gives us challenges, so we can overcome the challenge.  God trusts us. He knows we can 
handle it. KC always felt God’s presence and knew God would not go away as long as he was 
heading in the path that God is leading.   

KC has been in jail ministry since 1984, and currently serves as Deacon in the Church of  the Annunciation, as well 
as maintaining employment in the banking business.   

Some of  his favorite Carmelite saints are, Teresa Benedict of  the Cross Edith Stein (1891-1942)  
a Discalced Carmelite, martyr, and Teresa of  Avila, who was the originator of  the Carmelite Reform, which 
restored and emphasized the austerity and contemplative character of  primitive Carmelite life.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Carmelites
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Carmelites
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Sandie and Donna welcome our new 
member Meris Bridger from St. Mary’s 
parish.  Welcome Meris!

Arlane & Bob brought guests, Angie Shepherd and Ed & Gilda  Cadieux

Rita brought her beautiful daughter
Marty and K.C. Curtis

Father Felix led us in prayer
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VOCATION NEWS 

Congratulations to all students who participated in the Vocation Prayer Contest.  
St. Martha student entries are listed below.

Vocation Prayer 

Dear God,  
Thank you for our 

priests.  

Amen 

Victoria Vazquez – 1st grade 
St. Martha CCE 

Vocation Prayer 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Jesus, we praise you for helping 
people, for dying for us, and for 
teaching us to pray.  We pray for 
priest vocations.  May those you  

call have the courage to choose to 
become a priest so others can  

learn more about you, so they can 
help lead us to heaven, and to help 

people to become Catholic.   Thank 
you Jesus for priest vocations.  

Amen 

Grace Ward – 2nd grade 
St. Martha CCE

Vocation Prayer 

Oh mighty God, 
We pray for our priests to have a 

happy life and year.  Please help them 
to be  

good shepherds of  our  
church, and give them  

wisdom to guide us.  Give them light 
where they may roam and keep them 

and  
the church safe.   

Amen   

Karys Roth – 3rd grade 
St. Martha CCE 

Vocation Prayer 

Dear God,  
We pray for sisters and brothers.  God the 

Father,  
you are the best!  Help them live a life of  giving 

and peace.  Continue to open their  
hearts to your voice.  Thank you God for 

blessing them.   
Amen 

Matthew Sokol – 4th grade 
St. Martha CCE 

Vocation Prayer 

Dear God the Father, 
Guide all people who want to become priests or 

sisters, and help and guide them through it.  Guide 
them so they can learn more about you and 

become more religious.  Thank you for always 
being with us. 

Amen 

Bailey Huss – 5th grade 
St. Martha CCE 

Children’s Prayers  
for  

Vocation
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 Carpool    
Meet at St. Martha’s near Adoration 

Chapel 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Return by 2:30 

RSVP  
Diddy Muck  

text:  
281-615-2015 

OFFICE OF VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 
 ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON 

P l e a s e  J o i n  U s

• P r i v a t e  t o u r  o f  t h e  H o u s t o n V o c a t i o n s  O f f i c e  

• S p i r i t u a l  t a l k  b y  J o e l m a  R e g i s   

• M a s s  a t  t h e  C o - C a t h e d r a l , C e l e b r a n t  Fa t h e r  R i c h a r d   

• L u n c h  f o l l o w i n g  M a s s  a t  P a p p a s  B - B - Q  

Monday, May 9

Serra Club Northeast of Houston 
Enrichment Trips
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SERRA  USA NEWS  

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS  

Serra Convention

Serra, as we did in the past - We were 
in charge of the tailgating.   We 

cooked, served and had fun! 

All hands on deck for a little bit of work and a great 
deal of fun! 


What better way to promote and support both our 
clergy and seminarians than to participate in the pre-
game tailgate and then attend the basketball game 

organized to promote community and as a fundraiser 
for the seminary. 


Father Richard McNeillie has asked us to coordinate 
and host the 2022 Tailgate at Rice University. Set-up 
begins at 3:00. The event runs from 5:00-6:30. Game 
time is 7:00. Each volunteer has a free ticket for the 

game but choice seats are available on-line at  https://
houstonvocations.com/event/priests-vs-seminarians-

basketball-game/

Pray for great weather!


Melia

contact Melia if you can help.  
meliareed5303@gmail.com

https://houstonvocations.com/event/priests-vs-seminarians-basketball-game/
https://houstonvocations.com/event/priests-vs-seminarians-basketball-game/
https://houstonvocations.com/event/priests-vs-seminarians-basketball-game/
https://houstonvocations.com/event/priests-vs-seminarians-basketball-game/
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
https://www.serrainternational.org/serras-79th-international-convention-toronto-0
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Easter Spiritual Bouquet  
We continue to collect members’ spiritual 
intentions during Lent for inclusion in the Club’s 
Easter Spiritual Bouquet that we will send to 
priests, seminarians and religious.  The last day to 
submit your intentions is April 5.  Please 
contact Jim Stevens (281-772-7918) if  you 
need the link to the Google Form we are using 

to collect the intentions. 

April Birthdays  
 12 - Fr. Michael Applegate, St. John of  the Cross 
16 - Diddy Muck 
17 - John Bush

Serra NE of Houston News

DID YOU KNOW? 
We have a 31 Club?  Every day of  the month a 
Serran is praying the rosary and attending Mass 
praying for Vocations?  Kathy Ward is awesome 
sending out reminders.  Interested? Contact Kathy, 
ksw326@aol.com,  or a board member. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
We send birthday and anniversary cards to 
the religious?  Tireless workers prepare and send 
these cards.  Thank you Sandie Taylor for heading 
up this group of  volunteers  

DID YOU KNOW? 
 Board of  Directors 2022-2023 pending changes-

after upcoming election: 
• President -Bruce Farmer 
• Treasurer - Tony Benvegnu 
• Newsletter - Melia Reed 
• Immediate Past President - Mark Halleck 
• VP of  Programs - looking for a candidate -if  

interested contact Mark, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

Doug Reed was ordained as an Acolyte on Feb. 19.  
Congratulations Doug

Prayers for:  
• Prayers for Ukraine  
• An end to all forms of  the Covid virus 
• Repose of  the Soul of  Gary Estess’ mother, 

Barbara, who died Feb. 24 
• Prayers also for Gary as he recovers from his 

recent surgery 
• Continue prayers for Michael Henderson.  
• Sandie Kidd who is still having health issues 

Rodney Williamson needs our prayers 
struggling with health issues 

• Arlane Sponaugle’s brother-in-law who died 
recently. 

• Praise God, Sister Marillac has returned from 
Nigeria in good health. 

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.


